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as of the date of the presentation. 
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Goal Class Concept

• Goal Class is independent from, but informed 
by existing condition

• 3 Goal Classes:

– Goal Class 1: High Quality Aquatic Habitat

– Goal Class 2: Statewide Standard

– Goal Class 3: Major Water Supply Areas

• Set Criteria for each Goal Class

• Criteria drawn from flow alteration levels
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Goals we’ve heard

• No backsliding

• Improve to at least a category 3

• Everyone goes up one

• Identify and protect water supply areas

• Identify and protect cold water fisheries and 
other high quality aquatic habitat

• “enough water for people and fish”
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Example Goal Class Criteria

GOAL CLASSES

Flow 
Criteria 
Applied

Max August 
% alteration

Max 
Oct 

Max 
Jan

Max 
April

Goal Class 1 level 1 5%

Goal Class 2 level 2 15%

Goal Class 3- Water 
Supply level 3 35%
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Goal Class Example 1-
(no backsliding and manage towards a 3)

Flow Level- Reduced

No. of Basins
1

0 to 5%
2

5-15%
3

15-35%
4

35-65%
5

>65%
row totals

B
io

lo
gi

ca
l C

at
eg

o
ry

 L
ev

el

1 61 - - - -
61

2 86 - - - -
86

3 145 6 1 - -
152

4 120 20 9 1 -
150

5 84 73 68 44 67
336

column totals 496 99 78 45 67 785
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Goal Class Example 2
(protects highest quality, allows backsliding)

Flow Level- Reduced

No. of Basins
1

0 to 5%
2

5-15%
3

15-35%
4

35-65%
5

>65%

B
io

lo
gi

ca
l C

at
eg

o
ry

 L
ev

el

1 61 - - - -

2 86 - - - -

3 145 6 1 - -

4 120 20 9 1 -

5 84 73 68 44 67
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Percent of 785 subbasins in 
each Goal Class

Example 1 39% 8% 15%

Example 2 12% 36% 15%
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Next Steps

• Continue Goal Class discussion

• Develop approach for surcharged areas

• Develop approach for surface water supplies

• Pilot test criteria in selected subbasins

FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT TO BE CITED



FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT TO BE CITED


